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?8.  The  Foreign  Minister's  Talk  on  the  Fifth  Anniversary  «f  the 
Outbreak  of  the  China  Incident  (July  7th). 

Since  today  is  the  first  anniversary  of  the  China  Incident 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Greater  East  Asia  7/ar  and  narks  the 
fifth  year  since  the  outbreak  of  the  CHINA  Incident,  together 
with  reviewing  the  course  which  governed  by  the  Inc 'cent  the 
Empire  has  pursued,  I  w^uld  li''e  to  express  ny  views  on  the 
attitude  for  dealing  with  the  CHINA  Incident. 

The  traditional  foreign  nolicy  of  the  Empire  is  to  e-stabllsh 
peace  in  East  Asia  with  the  Empire  as  a  stablizing  rorce,  •►hereby 
contributing  to  vrrld  peace.  In  accordance  with  this  ncllcv,  the 
Empire  desires  first  of  all,  through  Sino- Japanese  cooperation, 
to  realize  prosperity  in  East  \sia,  and  has  made  every  effort  to 
attain  ►his  objective.  After  the  Manchurian  Incident,  however, 
relations  between  the  two  countries  suddenly  deteriorated. 

Goaded  by  the  anti-Ja"anese  propaganda  of  the  Chinese,  untoward 
incidents  broke  out  repeatedly,  and  it  seemed  that,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  friendly  relations  between  JAPAN  and  CHINA  would  not  be 
easy. 

The  LHKOHCHIAn  Tncident  broke  out  under  such  circumstances. 
In  suite  of  the  Empire's  policy  of  non-exnansion  of,  and  local 
settlement  or,  the  Incident,  CHINA  sent  the  Central  Army  to  fhe 
north  and  assumed  a  defiant  attitude.  Therefore,  we  adopted  an 
attitude  to  core  with  this  and  aggravation  or  the  situation  be¬ 
came  unavoidable.  Furthermore,  at  the  beginning  of  Aupust  CHINA 
had  her  regular  Army  invade  SHANGHAI  and,  ignoring  advice  ^rom 
countries  concerned,  made  ar.  attack  at  last  on  the  Empire,  ""h^re- 
fo’-e,  the  situation  assumed  serious  proportions,  a  general  clash 
between  JAPAN  and  CHINA  became  unavoidable,  and  the  Empire  was 
forced  to  take  decisive  measures.  However,  what  the  Empire 
desired  was,  together  with  expecting  CHINA’S  reconsideration, 
nothlnp  but  the  realization  o*'  peace  and  cooperation  between* 
JAPAN,  MANCHHKUO  and  CHINA.  This  spirit.,  as  announced  by  the 
Imperial  Government  at  that  time,  has  continued  until  now  to  be 
the  basic  policy  for  dealing  with  the  CHINA  Incident. 

Notwithstanding  +he  brilliant  war  success  o*'  the  Imperial 
Army,  the  CHIANG  KAI-SHEK  Regime  vainly  continued  hostilities 
without  understanding  the  Empire’s  true  intention.  Therefore,  in 
January  1938  The  Imperial  Government  announced  that  thereafter 
it  would  not  oppose  the  said  regime;  that  it  v.’ould  anticipate  the 
establishment  and  development  of  a  new  China  regime  worthy  of 
really  cooperating  with  the  Emrire:  and  that  by  adjusting  with 
this  /new  regime/  diplomatic  relations  between  J/ FAN  and  CHINA,  it 
would  cooperate  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  CHINA . 
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Subsequently,  the  Imperial  Government,  after  extensively 
exanlninp  the  International  situation,  laid  down  the  pollov  bat 
the  ultimate  objective  of  the  CHINA  Incident  is  to  |stabllsh  e 
new  order  which  will  secure  eerran^nt  stability  in  East 
that  what  the  Empire  asks  CHINA  is  simply  the  establishment 
of  a  new  unified  Government  which  will  cooperate  in  tills, 
stance  of  this  has  V-en  announced  r0  the  world  in  the  poyern- 
rrent's  statement  of  3  JivvorV'V  1°i3.  Eased  uron  this  unsnakable 
policy,  the  so  celU  YW. «.  3  ^  Principles,  which,  were  pro¬ 
claimed  on  Decern.  *r  of  the  year  stated  frsn^y  the 

conditions  ef  od1usha‘:t  of  relation.*  v.ltb  .  V.  m..  .he 

common  object  of  the  or.  >v*  Prir.r.mlcs  is  aa 

unity  of  JAPAN,  ?i!ANCHH!Trn  and  CHINA  for  thr  e.r-p: ;  p.v.nut  of  a 
new  order  in  East  ASIA  based  on  rood  nei  rh.be.  i tineas,  Joint 
defence  agai  nst  communism,  and  economic  cooperate  on. 

Mr.  WANG  CFTNG-’/EI,  present  Chief  Executive  of  the  National 
Government ,  was  the  very  man  who  understood  +r-,s  rea^inten.ion 
of  the  Empire,  and  who  at  prea*  risk  led  l rc-.  v.  •  ^  cor. 

vinced  t-hat  there  could  be  no  o*her  way  +o  sbvj  tpe  uninese 
nation  than  by  friendship  between  Janananr  Chxnc.  Axter  his 
flipht  from  CHUNGKING,  he  devoted  himself  sel;  ~  j  .cr<  f  icinrly  t0 
the  cause  of  peace  between  Jnran  and  China,  anr  established  a 
now  central  rov.rur.ent  lr.  ti'NKING  on  30  March  1W.  The  EmMre 
had  negotiated  with  the  National  Government  for  conclusion 
treatv  pertaininp  to  t*e  basic  relations  between  Topan  and  China 
and  this  was  signed  on  November  3°tb.  Furthermore,  on  the  some 
dav,  the  1o*nt  tripartite  declaration  or  Ja^on,  Harchukuo,  and 
China  was  issued;  consequently,  the  National  Government  was  re¬ 
cognized  as  CHINA'S  lawful  povernment  by  both  Japan  and  ynchukuo, 
and  at  thesame  time  the  problem  of  recognition  of  Manchukuo  was 
also  settled. 

Thereupon,  the  disposition  of  the  CHINA  Incident,  entered  a 
new  phase  wherein  both  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  Governments 
Proceeded  resolute  In  ce-operctlon  with  each  .  he.-.  ;o  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  new  order  in  Best  ASIA,  end  it  He  ss.*-e  tine  contrived 
bv  ir.illtar'-,  economic,  and  ell  other  ways  to j.  -t.-ov  conpl  .  ely 
the  CHIANG  regime  remaininp  in  CFUHGKi!  G.  Af  ery-v.rds,  .‘/hen  Chief 
Executive  WANG  visited  Ja-an  in  June  of  19*..  n>.  only  was  co¬ 
operation  in  establishment  of  the  now  oracr  j:.  yr.st  Asia  confirm¬ 
ed  more  clearly,  but  it  was  decided  to  olie-  -  lcnr.  of  three- 
hundred  mil]  ion  Yen  to  the  National  Government:,  furthermore, 
shortly  after  the  return  of  the  Chief  Rvecbtivc  to  his  country, 
recognition  of  the  National  Government  ’/as  r.r’o  in  early  July  by 
C-ermanv,  Italy,  and  all  in  all  about  If  cour  r-  e s  ,  so  yha.  -h 
international  position  of  that  Govern?*"  /:■  *  SU  t 

firmly  established.  However,  these  .vr o  ur-:  ’ u  oc?  re  ..iro- 
Japanese  co-operation  between  Jr.«an  *-r.o  ‘  r  1“.  ' '  * 

the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  Inc.  or ...  /or*  ihe  i  = 

States  and  Britain.  Taking  a  general  viev-  ol  relations  v/ith^  third 
countries  th^oi’chout  tv'?  Incident,  as  rr  r-'‘  ”1  s  .  - 1  *n 
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occurred  inevitably  alone  with  military  operations,  of  r rotecttr.g 
the  interests  of  third  countries,  the  Empire  has  never  infringed 
upon  those  interests,  so  far  as  they  were  legal  ones.  Not  only 
did  she  take  relief  measures  for  all  damage  caused  inevitably  by 
military  operations,  but  there  were  many  instances  where  depending 
on  cl rcunstances  she  went  so  far  as  to  endure  disadvantages  in 
military  operations,  in  order  to  preserve  the  interests  of  *hird 
countries . 

Nevertheless,  the  United  States,  Britain,  and  other  countries, 
that  for  a  century  have  had  their  own  vav  in  ►heir  aspirations  to 
invade  East  Asia,  insisted  that  they  could  not  recognize  Japan's 
riphts  as  n  belligerent,  since  there  was  no  declaration  of  war 
between  Jaran  and  Chine,  and  that  they  could  no*-  aprne  even  to 
those  measures  based  on  Japanese  military  necessity,  '’or  they  had 
extraterritorial  rights  in  Chine.  Thus,  they  not  only  adopted 
the  attitude  or  neplectinp  the  solemn  fact  that  Japan  was  carrying 
on  large-scale  military  operations  under  their  very  eyes,  hut  also 
supported  and  incited  the  CUT A NO  regime  to  make  desperate  efforts 
at  continuing  resistance  against  Japan;  there  was  nothing  they  did 
not  do  to  obstruct  the  settlement  of  the  incident.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Empire  was  trying  to  s^ive  the  various  kinds  of  liaison 
problems  and  er.dcsvorir.-”  to  enlighten  them  with  an  extremely  fair 
attitude.  At  lost,  however,  the  United  States  recklessly 
abrogated  the  .Tapenese-American  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation 
in  1939,  end  oper.iy  made  plain  her  attitude  of  economic  pressure 
against  Japan.  Moreover,  ns  soon  as  the  Imperial  Army  penetrated 
port  of  southern  French  Tr.do-Chlr.a  Inst  July  in  accordance  with 
the  agreement  with  the  French  Oo^ornnent,  she,  followed  by  Britain, 
carried  out  the  Freezing  of  Japanese  assets;  thus  sne  launched 
unon  economic  war  in  feet  as  well  os  in  nemo. 

r,he  Imperial  Government  strongly  reav.csted  that  England  and 
America  reconsider  tholr  abovementioned  misconduct,  and  at  the 
same  time  has  carried  on  negotiations  sine*5  the  beginning  of  last 
yr  av  through  Ambassador  NnI!TTA  in  order  to  rail'd”  A”  \EICA r  s  lack 
of  understanding  In  November  Ambassador  EfJFtsn'  was  specially 
dispatched .  However  irsniie  of  exhnvi.s '  :  og  i  our  efforts,  both 
countries  adhered  to  their  erroneous  v :  r;/n ,  node  liert  of  the 
Empire's  merits,  a nd  on  Novenhe. r  the  gy,.ov-3e?. n  Gov°rnmcnl 

even  dispatched  a  periy  whicn  sopped  as  i  ■  j  *•  intended  to  restore 
the  situation  ir.  EAST  AC f A  t.e  t.nnl-  before  ■►he  f’ANC:  Trv>3  AN 
INCIDENT,  thereby  obliging  the  Empire  at  ins*  T o  take  t » r>  arms 
pgninst  tv»e  two  cour.rries.  as  niroedv  made  public  ri^t  aCr^r  the 
commencement  of  has ri i  <  ies . 


Tn  thin  way,  the  enemy,  who  bed  conceal  rd  himsrl.f  brbind 
CHINA  durinr  the  CHINA  7NCID?H'r .  finnl'jv  made  bis  appearance,  and 
the  Empire  declared  war  against  ENGLAND  and  ANb-JCA ,  When  one 


considers  the  c i r  cums +  a nc e s  lob  i'"1  ‘  j 
WAR  from  the  CHINA  irCISEbT,  it  can  be  c 
significance  o"  the  GREATER  east  a./JA  ’a 


t  ie  GREATER  EAST  ASIA 
!oari>  realized  that  the 
/  lies  in  the  establishment 
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of  n  new  ~rder  based  unon  the  prent  cause  of  I’A^'O  I?T  by  driving 
out  of  all  EAf  T  AFT/  th»  irr*lut-noe  of  ’NOLAND  ATT  RTCA  ~nd  of 
those  dcncndrr.t  uron  them,  whi  "h  has  been  strongly  en*:*rnched  in 
EAST  ASIA  for  many  years. 


In  CHINA  since  the  commencement  o'*  hostilities,  Chief 
Executive  ’VANG  and  Ms  followers.  with  rood  understanding  o°  the 
Empire's  true  intrnti.cn,  are  "-nnifostlnr  an  attitude  or  the  ut¬ 
most  cooperation  in  t  hr  accomplishment  cr  *h*-  war  ror  lihoretion 
of  EAST  ASIA.  As  regards  the  present  condition  o'*  fr»p  CrUNCNING 
regime  on  the  rthop  hand,  no  matter  how  much  Jt  toi.hr  of  resist¬ 
ance,  the  cut  tine  of  the  /c  J-nly/  rout  -  to  CHI  /.MG  has  had  *’ 
serious  effect  on  its  surr.jy  o4'  rood  3  :  it  fines  jtself  in 
financial  difficulties  resulting  u:  r.vorissur  and  slump  of  the 
Chinese  currency,  ^r.d  the  Anrlo-Amrriear  loan  only  <  ncouraees 
irrlation  or  currency  now  when  there  is  no  means  for  the 
trnns^ortatior  or  poods.  Consequently,  financial  anxiety  in 
T  r  i  G  circles  is  gre at.  Besides,  the  relations  between  the 
"uomintanp  and  the  communists  seem  to  be  externally  rlos-rd  over 
for  a  time,  under  the  common  aim  of  resistance-  to  JAPAN,  but  the 
inside  conflict  is  steadily  intensified  so  that  it  must  hr  said 
that  CJUNG7ING  is  now  v/enderinr  about  in  a  difficult  situation 
with  no  possible  hope  or  finding  a  solution. 


Notwithstanding  the  above  situation,  some  of  the  CHENG  *<ING 
regime ,  still  intentional ly  closing  t^rir  eye s  to  *hr  actual 
situation  of  the  world  and  relying  uron  the* unreliable,  are 
pursuing  the  illusion  of  resistance  to  JArAN  ns  before,  "'ho 
Empire  is  firmly  determined  'o  exhaust  every  means  to  make  those 
rive  in  -  those  who  not  onlv  ro  not  understand  tnc  signifi¬ 

cance  of  the  establishment  o'*  GREATER  E-f’T  ASIA  C^-PPO? nT?ITY 
[  mE,  hut  also  try  tp  obstruct  its  realization,  ^o  not  carr, 
moreover,  about  the  sufferings  o°  many  ‘'eerie  in  oree"  to  rain— 
tair.  their  own  power.  Put  nr  the  some  firv.  t0  NaMcnnl 
Government,  whie’-  is  sharing  the  Empire's  toy.?  and  sorrows  i« 
cooperation  for  the  successful  ccm-'l  .rr '  on  of  the  GET -AT  'R  E/NT 
ANIA  "'AP,  tuo  Empire  intends  to  rjvo  \;ji  nsMstanoc.  For  this 
purpose,  it  is  necessary  to  strep,  then  *hc  foundation  upon  wHch 
the  National  Gc^arnment  stands  an/'  oring  sroui  0  cordltion  such 
as  will  make  0“  one  accord  "h<-  ir.  nos  of  the  hurraed  million 
people  0«*  the  Empire  an^t  of  tj-..  f  ,  hundred  minion  Chinese  people 
in  the  occupied  territory.  Pmthujts  should  hr  lMd  on  +  his  -oint 
n..s0  ^riff’s  mepsir’es  for  a :  s’osi  rion  of  rhe  CHIN' 

IT  ••Cl  DEN*" .  I  firmly  believe  t  Mr  \-o  should  count  n^on  not  onlv  the 
settlement  of  tvr  cT  ITTT  INC  IDEM  hut  also  Mo  establishment  o'  the 
GREATER  EAST  ASIA  CC-PROSP-  WSVY  NET '  RE,  by  bringing  about  the 
surrender  of  the  CHHEGE] NO  ?rGI?'E  and  strengthening  the  National 
Government . 


